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SUBJECT: CIV AIR: AVIATION SECURITY COSTS 


(7/7/76); (C) LONDON 13473 (8/26/76) 

1 . REF MESSAGES REPORTED UK ACTIONS TO RECOVER COSTS OF 
AVIATION SECURITY OPERATIONS FROM CARRIERS AT UK AIRPORTS 
AS WELL AS EXTENSION OF PRE-BOARDING SECURITY CHECKS TO 
CHARTER CARRIERS AND REQUESTED WASHINGTON VIEWS ON THESE 
ISSUES. 

2. EMBASSY HAS NOW RECEIVED COPIES OF EXCHANGE OF LETTERS 
BETWEEN DEPT. OF TRADE AND OFFICES OF TRANS INTERNATIONAL, 
CAPITOL INTERNATIONAL AIRLINES IN UK, AND THE AIRLINE 
OPERATORS COMMITTEE REGARDING SECURITY CHARGES TO BE 
PAID BY CARRIERS. COPIES OF THESE LETTERS BEING SENT TO 
DEPARTMENT UNDER COVER AIRGRAM. IN ITS RESPONSES TO 
CARRIERS LETTERS, THE DEPT. OF TRADE HAS CALLED ATTENTION 
TO THE FACT THAT FROM APRIL 1, 1978, THE UK HAS DECIDED 

TO TRANSFER THE TOTAL COST OF AVIATION SECURITY FROM THE 
GENERAL TAXPAYER TO THE INDUSTRY. THE COST IS EXPECTED 
TO BE MET BY A PASSENGER LEVY ON AIRPORT AUTHORITIES. 

THE PRESENT ESTIMATES ARE THAT THIS CHARGE WILL BE ABOUT 
72 PENCE (ABOUT $1.25) PER PASSENGER AT CURRENT PRICES. 
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A FORMAL ANNOUNCEMENT IS EXPECTED FROM THE UK GOVERNMENT 
WITHIN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS. 
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